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have known these poor people robbed, oppressed, beaten, put
in the stocks, and tortured by their Siidra owners. I have
seen a well-to-do Pulayan, who was suspected of desiring to
avail himself of his legal freedom, falsely charged by his
master, his house gutted of his little property, his family left
destitute, and himself exposed to torture and suffering. The
heart sickens at the thought of all that these poor people are
compelled to endure. " So I returned, and considered all the
oppressions that are done under the sun; and behold the
tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter;
and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but
they had no comforter" (Eccles. iv. 1).

The HILL TRIBES, numbering 14,348, we have classed with
the low caste population, but perhaps they should be regarded
as outside the whole system of caste, in which it seems
rather difficult to assign to them their exact position. They
are called Kfinikarar (heritors), or Maleyarasar (hill kings),
or hill Arrians. Most of them are migratory in their habits,
cultivating, for a year or two> plots of ground cleared from
the forest, and afterwards removing in search of other fertile
lands. They also collect the honey and other spontaneous
products of the forests. They have their fixed villages in
picturesque sites on the slopes of the mountains, or in
almost inaccessible ravines.

Some of their houses are good, substantial erections of
wood and stone, but most are mere temporary hnts of mud
or bamboo ingeniously interwoven with leaves and grass.
These people are employed in digging the elephant pits, and
helping, with bark ropes, to conduct the animals into the
taming cages. In the North many of them are comfortable,
or even wealthy in circumstances, and are well formed in
person. Large numberr in the Mundakayam district have
placed themselves under Christian instruction.

The hill tribes in   South   Travancore are  exceedingly